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. ~ ' e acted as a warlord in his
‘domain of Da Nang and Hue, O’ 03"63 \.}ulﬁuwv
-sometimes refusing to recognize
- ' -orders from Saigon and dismiss-
: ing civilian officials appointe
: by the central government,

. E THEE HONOLULU conference

' ,ap['nandlzed Premier Ky and,
obscrvers think, deepened the
'nvalry of Gen. Thi's part. -

‘When Ky went to Da Nang : .
‘after the Honolulu meeting for ay ‘ .
.conference with leaders there;}- S
i*I'hi is said to have made scorn-

i

I

y ivi v:

W

1 ful remarks such as, “We don't
« have to listen to the little man’

on.’'

...a@DTlO’@ B@EH@ ﬂﬂmm@ﬁ @"‘ CIESLSI lwuth the moustache from Sai-|
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:
SAl @1 E The Honolulu mectlng is
J' &@ 'h‘ &" e |thought to-have given Ky the

« | impression that he was strong’ '
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'f job incptly, sending Thi back to)
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By RICHARD DUDMAN
A Staff Correspondent of the Post-Dnspatch
: - TGQ,N ‘South Viet Nam, April 11

crisis—the firing of Gen. Nguyen. Chanh Thi, .
. They reoocvmzed 'I'hx s a

stances. Anngovemmem demon.lpop\llax ]eader a brave, capable
commander and a figure. able:

. strations _already had  been 1o hold the respect of the strong
j planned, and this ouster mere-! *Buddhist organization . centered
“ly provided an unexpected ex-: at the University of Hue. Theyi
-cuse. Also, Premier Nguyen| emphas)lzed his reputation for

Cao Ky is said to have done the acting in accordance with hisi
beliefs.

When others were merely talk-

! his stronghold in Hue instead of ing against the di Cfcawrsh\p of

+ putting him out of action. Ngo' Dinh Diem in 1060, Thi.

'.' Nonetheless, Lodge acquiesced! lead an attempted coup, Hefled’

i in a calculated risk that turned; to Cambodga }\:vhen bD{enfx oute;

ms maneuvered the rebel 'lTorces.!

out to have befa\n bad]y ; Thi remamed in exile three
calculated years.

' (The facts are these, sowrces!
: "T0 SOME, Thi ';eemed to be a

here report:, potenml Ramon Magsaysay, the'
" LODGE," hke his predecessor,; magnetic . Filipino who_led his
', ‘Gen. Maxwell D. Taylor, had! country to victory over the Huk-

_{balahap insurgency. Most rec-
,little use for Thi. Both conei o o.q powever, that Thi never

Z sidered him to bo overly am-| would be acceptable to Catholics

! bitious and a troublemaker. jor southerners in faction-ridden|
A differont view of the young, { South "Viet Nam. . .

generall was held by many Amer- Anierican sources seemed to

"agree .that Thi was harsh and
| fcans who had watched him at. impulsive. Last year Thi threw

. ¢loser Tange at bis headquar- oo v oon

g prisoners outof
tcfrshvaatl\slanrﬁezs %mrtnézder a heljcopter when they resisted
of the Viet Namese TPS, interrogation. He often gestures

cand at his home at Hue, ___  |with a pointed forefinger and

" There are mitigating: circums!
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AMBASSADOR HENRY CABOT LODGE is being blamed for
" a serious political blunder that set off the current polmca] t“}:a“
N

] encagh to dispose of Thi at last.”

‘At the American Embassy, the

‘| political section is understood to

|'have advised Lodge that the ?
i ouster conld be handled without™

. l Re_pg;tedly,ﬁgg,e},y&d Fa}(ul‘cy Intelhgence serious repercussions. ‘The Cen- ,4
Qi sy ar: o Wik A ey,

' tral Intellirence Agency is said- 1
to have given similar advice as |
well as a warning that Commu- |

nists. were responsxble for part

. j of the trouble with Thi, a v:ew .
i .

not widely shaved,

[ KY SPOKE wita Lodge befme ¥

firing Thi-as First Corps com- .

10-man ruling “directory.”

Lodge did not advise agamst'

\ the move; (4
The two men had a long dIS- :

der and as a member o: f

-cussion in which Lodge is said ; .

i

| {0 have gone over the ddV&n“

! tages and disadvantages. and ¥

| avoided any recommend'\lmu of

. his own, : !
" What went unremnnwcd was [
| that the Buddhist leaders could’:
use the move as an occasion for |
demonstrations against the milie |
tary government,

More important, Thi was re-\

garded as an individual troubles { '

¢ ‘maker rather than a popular
fxgure expressing resentment of i

govelmment in Saxgon The feele »

his entire region against the‘ ’

ing had been growing that the’ ! ,

First Corps was doing most of
the fighting and paying heavy4
taxes,  yet was being ¢reated :
| like a stepchild by Saigon.

i
SOME OBSERVERS point out s
| that the South’ Viet’ Namese
: more than the Americans should
i have been aware of the regional !
1 splits and animosities.’ 4
t  Now another general from ‘tha1
| same region, “Ton That Dinh,’
has been named First Corps
commander, apparently, with f
. concurrence of the Buddhist
Ieaders.
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the political: c%is touched of

f strong, with no end in s:ght. w
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